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National Treasures in CUHK: Rare Rubbings of the Song Dynasty donated by Bei Shan Tang

Venue: Gallery Ill, Art Museum, The Chinese University of Hong Kong
Period: 23 September — 28 December 2025

The Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK) holds the distinction of being Hong Kong’s sole institution
with collections inscribed in China’s “National Catalogue of Precious Ancient Books” (xR & HEE4
#%). Its holdings represent the most preeminent assemblage of such cultural treasures among local

higher education institutions.

Following the resounding success of the 2023 exhibition “Rare Rubbings of the Song Dynasty” (K#iE
77 - EIEE A ), co-organised by CUHK and the Palace Museum, Beijing, the CUHK Art Museum
proudly presents this new special exhibition. Featuring 20 national treasure-class Song dynasty rubbings
from the Bei Shan Tang collection, alongside more than 12 masterpieces of calligraphy and painting
spanning the Yuan to Qing dynasties, the exhibition illuminates how these delicate ink impressions
inspired generations of literati, shaping Chinese calligraphic traditions through seven centuries of artistic

conversation—from antiquity to imperial China’s final golden age.

Echoing this theme, the exhibition bridges tradition and technology by integrating classical artefacts with
videos and 3D-printed reproductions. These multimedia creations vividly animate the historical and
cultural significance of stelae inscriptions, model calligraphies, and their ink rubbings, revealing new
dimensions of these timeless treasures. Forged through collaboration between CUHK Library’s Learning
Garden, the Audio-Visual Division, and student interns, this exhibition employs technology and dynamic
narrative techniques to create immersive, accessible encounters with the ancient art of Chinese rubbings,

offering transformative experiences for audiences across the Greater Bay Area.

An English catalogue will debut at the opening ceremony, featuring the congratulatory messages by Vice-
Chancellor Professor Y. M. Dennis Lo and Bei Shan Tang Foundation Chairman Dr Chien Lee. The
publication embodies CUHK’s vision to “combine tradition with modernity, and to bring together China

and the West” —a mission dedicated to sharing China’s cultural heritage with the world.

The exhibition comprises three sections:

Stelae of the Han and Tang Dynasties

The Evolution of Calligraphy from Ancient Scripts to Classical Styles (2"-9'" centuries)

The Lanting Preface from the Collection of the Southern Song Grand Councillor You Si

A Dialogue Across Time (12%—13™ centuries)

Model Calligraphies Engraved in the Song Dynasty

The Canonisation of the Calligraphies of Wang Xizhi and Wang Xianzhi (10®-13™ centuries)



Highlights

Stele of Huashan Temple
“National Catalogue of Precious Ancient Books” no. 11470
Gift of Lee Hysan Estate Company Limited 1973.0678

The Lanting Preface from the Collection of the Southern
| Song Grand Councillor You Si
Imperial Court Version with the Character Ling Topped by a
Radical Shan
“National Catalogue of Precious Ancient Books” no. 11475
Gift of Bei Shan Tang 1973.0618

Deng Wenyuan (1258-1328)
Wuling Anthology (section)
Gift of Bei Shan Tang 1997.0229

*0One of the Three Masters of the Yuan
dynasty

Dong Qichang (1555-1636)

Copy of Wang Xizhi’s Calligraphy in Running-
cursive Script

Gift of Bei Shan Tang 1995.0470

*The Ming master favoured by Emperor Kangxi
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The Evolution of Calligraphy from Ancient Scripts to Classical Styles (2"9-9'™" centuries)
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% Stele of Huashan Temple, Eastern Han Chinese
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JinNong &2 Anecdote of Mi Fu in Regular-clerical Script, Qing Dynasty Calligraphy
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% Stele for Xia Cheng, Eastern Han Chinese
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Chen Gongyin Valedictory Quatrains of Mount Feng in Clerical Script, Qing Dynasty | Calligraphy
BRASTH A AR RLRER S A
Weng Fanggang | Tracing copy of Stele for Xia Cheng, Qing Dynasty Calligraphy
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Ouyang Xun % Inscription on the Sweet Spring in the Palace of Nine Perfections, | Chinese
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Prince Cheng Comments on Calligraphy in Regular-running Script, Qing Dynasty Calligraphy
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% Stele of the Preface to the Sacred Teaching, Collection of Chinese
Characters from Wang Xizhi’s Calligraphy Assembled by the Monk rubbings FH4%
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Li Yong % Stele for General of the Cloud and Banner Li Sixun, Tang Dynasty | Chinese
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Attributed to Ci-poems of the Pure Land in the Tune of Gazing to the South, Yuan Calligraphy

Zhao Mengfu Dynasty =k

(F) #ak | Tt LTt &
Yan Zhenging % Record of the Altar of the Goddess of Hemp in Large Regular Chinese

EHECIH Script, Tang Dynasty awmw | rubbings FG7
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Weng Tonghe Two Letters to Zhang Yinhuan in Running Script, Qing Dynasty Calligraphy
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The Lanting Preface from the Collection of the Southern Song Grand Councillor You Si

A Dialogue Across Time (1213 centuries)
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Southern Song Grand Councillor You Si and “National

(# The Lanting Preface from the Collection of the
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Category ZEHI

Free hand copy

# Imperial Court Version with the Character Ling Topped by a Radical

Chinese rubbings

by Zhao Gou Shan, Song Dynasty A
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Deng Wenyuan Wuling Anthology (section), Yuan Dynasty Calligraphy
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# Version Collected by the Wang Family of Zhongshan, Song Dynasty
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Chinese rubbings
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Free hand copy
by Zhao Gou
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# Imperial Court Version, Song Dynasty
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Chinese rubbings
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Wen Zhengming
A

Letters in Running-cursive Script, Ming Dynasty
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Calligraphy
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# Liu Jing of Kuocang Version, Song Dynasty
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Chinese rubbings
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# Part of the Characters with Double Outlines Version, Song Dynasty
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Chinese rubbings
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# Xu of Qiantang Version, Song Dynasty

Chinese rubbings
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Inkstone illustrating the Gathering of Literati at Lanting, Ming Green Duan stone
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# Kuaiji Version, Song Dynasty
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Chinese rubbings
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# Unknown Origin Version, Song Dynasty
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Chinese rubbings
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lllustrated Scroll of the Lanting Gathering, Ming Dynasty
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Chinese rubbings
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# Version Engraved by Tang Hong’s Family, Song Dynasty
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Chinese rubbings
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# Linchuan Version, Song Dynasty
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Wang Wenzhi
E308

Inscription to Wang Gong'’s Landscapes in Ancient Styles, Qing
Dynasty
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Model Calligraphies Engraved in the Song Dynasty

The Canonisation of the Calligraphies of Wang Xizhi and Wang Xianzhi (10t"-13" centuries)
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Wang Xizhi %k On the Seventeenth Day, Song Dynasty aww | Chinese
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Wang Chong Thousand-Character Classic in Running-cursive Script, Ming Calligraphy
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Wang Xizhi %k Model Calligraphies from the Imperial Archives of the Chunhua | Chinese
FH Era, Quanzhou Version, Volumes 6 to 8, Featuring Wang Xizhi’s rubbings $HA<

Calligraphy, Song Dynasty awmw
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Dong Qichang Copy of Wang Xizhi’s Calligraphy in Running-cursive Script, Ming Calligraphy
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%k Model Calligraphies Engraved in Ruzhou, Song Dynasty Chinese
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Zhu Yunming Early Tang Poems in Small Regular Script, Ming Dynasty Calligraphy
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Mi Fu KT %k Model Calligraphies of the Hall of Brilliance, Song Dynasty Chinese
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You Qiu 3K Elegant Gathering in the Western Garden, Ming Dynasty Chinese
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